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conditions of peace. As soon as actual hostilities terminated,
there was an immensely strong movement in every country
to secure for private enterprise freedom from the restrictive
controls imposed during the "War. At the same time the
Governments themselves ceased to be united by the same
common purpose, and began to develop separatist policies.
This movement was natural and inevitable and, in some of
its results, salutary. In some directions, however, it certainly
broke down international organisation, which was still urgently
needed for the solution of international problems. This
destructive tendency did not, however, reach its height at
once, and during the earlier days of the Peace negotiations
in Paris, the Allied Governments, on the proposal of President
Wilson, established the Supreme Economic Council. This
body had less power of immediate action than the Allied
Maritime Transport Council and its Executive during the War,
but it was successful in solving many of the more immediate
international problems then confronting the Allies. Through
its Shipping Section, it arranged for the acquisition of the im-
mobilised German freight shipping and its use for the purpose
of supplying Germany with food ; through its Finance Section,
it arranged the necessary finance for the purpose of this food ;
through its Communications Section, it made some progress
in restoring the disorganised transport system of central
Europe; and, through its Blockade Section, it greatly ex-
pedited the removal of the restrictive blockade and censor-
ship regulations which were delaying the resumption of
economic life in Europe. By June, 1919, however, the virtue
had gone from this Council, and the world was left without
any means for effective international action in the economic
sphere, beyond that afforded by the conferences from time
to time of representatives of the several main Governments.
The Council itself remained in existence, but became less and
less effective.